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ON THE LINN/EAN GENERA MYRMECOPHAGA 
AND DIDELPHIS. 

JAMES A. G. REHN. 
I. MYRMECOPHAGA. 

In the tenth edition of the Systema Naturce, Linnaeus de- 
scribes three species under the generic name Myrmecophaga, 
i.e., Didactyla, Tridactyla, and Tetradactyla. Of these three, 
two have since been placed in new genera : Didactyla in Cyclopes 
(i 821), and Tetradactyla in Uroleptes (1830). 

The remaining species, Tridactyla, is characterized as having 
three toes on the manus and four on the pes, and two pectoral 
and six abdominal mammae. 

The plates referred to in Seba's work are not identifiable, 
but the reference of Ray's {Quad., p. 241) quoted refers to the 
great ant-bear, and it states positively that the animal in ques- 
tion had four toes on the manus. 1 The latter part of the 
Linnaean description seems to refer to the great ant-bear, 
except the statement that it climbs trees. The habitat is 
America mcridionati. 

This name is thus seen to cover a composite animal, one 
combining some points of the great ant-bear, and the Tamandua 
(there described as M. tetradactyla), with a number of digits 
and mammae present in none of the group of ant-eaters, and it 
should be thrown out of consideration. 

The type of the genus Myrmecophaga is, therefore, by elim- 
ination M. tetradactyla, Didactyla having been separated nine 
years before. 

In the twelfth edition Linnaeus recognizes four species of 
this genus — M. didactyla, M. tridactyla, M. jubata, and M. 
tetradactyla. M. jubata possesses a short description, with sev- 

1 This Linnaeus seems to have noticed later, and in the twelfth edition he 
transferred this reference from Tridactyla to Jubata. 
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eral references x which relate pointedly to the large, bear-like, 
bushy-tailed ant-eater, popularly known as the great ant-bear 
or great ant-eater. The habitat given is Brasilia, Cap. b. spei. 
The description of M. tridactyla in this edition is enlarged, and 
brings in more points belonging to M. jubata, but it retains all 
its old references but one, and includes two more — Brisson's 
Quad., p. 27, and Bout. Java, p. 320, the latter of which I cannot 
examine. Brisson's description shows us the same beast of 
mixed character as above. The habitat, according to Linnaeus, 
is now India orientali. 

As M. jubata is generically distinct from M. tetradactyla, and 
no old name being available, I propose the name " Falcifer." 2 

The species of Myrmecophagidas, therefore, would stand as 

follows : 

Cyclopes Gray, 1 82 1 . 

C. didactylus (Linnaeus). 

Myrmecophaga Linnaeus, 1758. 

M. tetradactyla Linnaeus. 

M. tetradactyla stramiuea (Cope). 

M. longicaudata Wagner. 

M. sellata Cope. 

Falcifer, Rehn, 1900. 
F. jubata (Linnaeus). 

II. DlDELPHIS. 

Under this generic name in the tenth edition are described 
five species, i.e., Marsupialis, Philander, Opossum, Murina, and 
Dorsigera. Of these, three have been since separated generi- 
cally; Philander becoming P Inlander philander (1 808), Opossum 
becoming MetacJiirus opossum (1854), and Murina becoming 
Marmosa murina (1821). The species Dorsigera is a synonym 
of Murina, and Marsupialis is unrecognizable (see Alston, Biol. 
Centr. Amer., p. 196, footnote, and Allen, Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. 
Hist., Vol. IX, p. 43). 

1 Two of these references are inaccessible to the writer. 

2 Vrora/alx + fero, ' sickle-bearing,' referring to the sickle-shaped claws of the 
fore feet. 
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The type of the genus Didelphis is, therefore, the last one 
removed — D. opossum. 1 

The large opossums formerly called Didelphis require a name, 
and the oldest one available is Sarigua Muirhead, with J>. vir- 
giniana as the type. The complete reference is Sarigua Muir- 
head, Brewster s Amcr. Edition Edinburgh Encyclopedia, Vol. 
XII, Part II, p. 505, 1819. The writer wishes to thank Dr. 
T. S. Palmer, of Washington, for calling his attention to this 
name. 

The nomenclature of the opossums is in a very unsatisfactory 
condition, and the group is much in need of a revision, with a 
large amount of material for examination. 

The recognized Linnaean species stand at present as : 

P Inlander philander (Linnreus). 
Didelphis opossum Linnreus. 
Marmosa muriua (Linnajus). 

The large opossums should stand as : 

Sarigua karkinophaga (Zimmermann). 
Sarigua virginiana (Kerr). 
Sarigua virginiana pigra (Bangs). 
Sarigua virginiana californica (Bennett). 
Sarigua aurita (Wied). 
Sarigua asara: (Temminck). 

The species of Didelphis (= Metachirus Burmeister) stand 
as follows : 

Didelphis opossum Linnagus. 
Didelphis nudicaudata E. Geoffrey. 
Didelphis crassicaudata Desmarest. 

Acad. Nat. Sciences, Philadelphia, 
March 24, 1900. 

1 Some hold that the oposstim is not determinable, but the plates in Seba's work, 
referred to by Linnaeus, though poor, are recognizable. 



